The City of Calgary has a
choice:
CAF out of Occupied
Palestine or out of Calgary!

THE ISSUE
The City of Calgary has awarded a contract for building the Green Line's Light Rail Vehicles (LRVs) to CAF
(Construcciones y Auxiliar de Ferrocarriles).
CAF, a Basque multinational construction company, was also contracted by Israel to work in a consortium of
Israeli infrastructure companies including Shapir to expand tramlines connecting illegally occupied East
Jerusalem to illegal Israeli colonial settlements in the occupied Palestinian West Bank.
Israel’s settlement enterprise is considered a war crime under the Rome Statute of the International Criminal
Court and Article 49 of the 4th Geneva Convention.
Shapir, which is in consortium with CAF to expand the Jerusalem Light Rail (JLR), is listed in the UN database of
companies that are complicit in Israel’s illegal settlement enterprise, and member states are instructed to ensure
that corporations and institutions under their respective jurisdiction have NO INVOLVEMENT in aiding, assisting
or investing in the settlements.
The JLR project contravenes international law since it solidifies Israel’s grip on occupied Palestinian land,
including East Jerusalem. By participating in it, CAF is contributing to Israel’s impunity in violating international
law and Palestinian human rights.
Furthermore, the International Trade Union Confederation welcomes the UN's designation of companies
servicing and profitting from illegal settlements and war crimes as complicit in illegal activity and calls on the UN
to update and add businesses found to be in violation of protocols of international law and human rights.

Do we want our City to be tied to a multinational corporation
that is aiding and abetting apartheid and war crimes?
OUR DEMANDS
1. That the City of Calgary's contract with CAF be withdrawn on the grounds that CAF is complicit in illegal
activities in Occupied Palestine, –OR–
2. That Calgary's contract with CAF be made conditional on CAF's withdrawal from Israel's Foreign Ministry
contract with the Jerusalem Light Rail consortium to build tram lines connecting illegal settler colonies on
confiscated land in Occupied Palestine.

TAKE ACTION!
1. Write to
● Calgary Mayor Jyoti Gondek themayor@calgary.ca
● City manager David Duckworth city.manager@calgary.ca
● Your City of Calgary Councillor First.Last@calgary.ca
● Darshpreet Bhatti, CEO, Green Line ℅ Wendy.Tynan@calgary.ca
2. Disseminate this fact sheet via email and social media
3. Contact Justice for Palestinians for more information and future actions.
calgary.justiceforpalestinians@gmail.com, Facebook: @JFPCalgary

Background
VIOLATIONS OF INTERNATIONAL LAW
●
●

●

Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention: “The Occupying Power shall not deport or transfer parts of
its own civilian population into the territory it occupies.” It also prohibits the “individual or mass forcible
transfers, as well as deportations of protected persons from occupied territory”.
The Hague Regulations of 1907: public property of the occupied population (such as lands, forests and
agricultural estates) is subject to the laws of usufruct–an occupying state is only allowed a very limited
use of this property, derived from the notion that occupation is temporary, the core idea of the law of
occupation.
International Committee of the Red Cross: the occupying power has a duty to ensure the protection,
security, and welfare of the people living under occupation and to guarantee that they can live as normal
a life as possible, in accordance with their own laws, culture, and traditions.

Sources: Amnesty International and International Committee of the Red Cross

ISRAELI SETTLEMENT EXPANSION ‘TRAMPLES’ ON HUMAN RIGHTS LAW
●
●
●
●
●

●
●
●

The UN has repeatedly stated Israeli settlements in occupied Palestinian territory are a ‘flagrant violation
under international law’, and has demanded that Israel cease its settlement expansion and remove its
settlements
The illegality of the Israeli settlements is one of the most widely-accepted issues in modern international
law.
“...the Israeli settlements are a presumptive war crime under the Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court, and should be treated as such by the international community.”
raison d’être of the Israeli settlements in occupied territory – the creation of demographic facts on the
ground to solidify a permanent presence, a consolidation of alien political control and an unlawful claim
of sovereignty – tramples upon the fundamental precepts of humanitarian and human rights law,
close to 700,000 Israeli settlers living in illegal colonies in East Jerusalem and the West Bank are
responsible for a wide range of human rights violations against Palestinians: land confiscation, resource
alienation, severe restrictions on freedom of movement, lethal settler violence, and racial and ethnic
discrimination.
purpose of implanting settler colonies is to rupture the relationship between a native people and its
territory and deny the right to self-determination, the very core of modern human rights law.
call to the international community: support the current investigation into the Israeli settlements by the
Office of the Prosecutor at the International Criminal Court.
call to UN member states: ensure that corporations and institutions under their respective
jurisdiction have NO INVOLVEMENT in aiding, assisting or investing in the settlements.

Source: UNHRC Nov 2021

INTERNATIONAL CONDEMNATION of CAF & ILLEGAL INFRASTRUCTURE BUILDING
●

●

31 prominent human rights organisations, networks and trade unions from Palestine and Europe have
submitted a report to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) in
Geneva, demanding that Construcciones y Auxiliar de Ferrocarriles (CAF) be included in the UN
database of businesses involved in Israel’s illegal settlement enterprise for its role in expanding
and operating Israel’s Jerusalem Light Rail (JLR)[1]
In 2016 and 2017, the UN Human Rights Council deemed the JLR illegal, saying it is “in clear
violation of international law and relevant United Nations resolutions”.[2]

“In carrying out the project in occupied and annexed East Jerusalem, CAF is involved in gross and
systematic violations of fundamental human rights against Palestinians.” Maha Abdallah, Cairo Institute for
Human Rights Studies
“The [OHCHR] database is an important tool for exposing the economic incentive structure that has
allowed a military occupation to mutate into a situation of contemporary colonialism and the role of
businesses such as CAF, must be addressed in the annual update”. Wesam Ahmad, Al-Haq Business and
Human Rights Coordinator
“The continued operation of CAF in the oPt is illegal under international law. By putting business
interests above the rights of Palestinian’s living under a prolonged and illegal occupation, CAF has
chosen to put profit before humanity.” Giovani Fassina, ELSC Programme Director
●

70 Basque groups launched a campaign calling on CAF to withdraw from the JLR.

“We are closely working with trade unions inside of CAF who from the very beginning also called for the
company not to participate in the bidding. The key workers council at CAF’s headquarters in Beasain
has called for CAF to withdraw from the project. We are also connected with groups all over Europe who
are trying to get CAF excluded from public tenders until CAF ends its involvement in Israeli apartheid.”
Kepa Torrijos, Sodepaz
●
●

Spanish human rights organisations, trade unions in Norway, and civil society groups in the UK are
calling on CAF to be excluded from public contracts in their countries due to its construction of the JLR.
Israeli activists oppose CAF and blocked construction of the JLRin Gilo settlement holding a banner
saying “CAF Get Off Israel’s Apartheid Train” and called for CAF to withdraw from the JLR Project.

Full list of signatories: see source https://www.stopcorporatempunity.org/31-csos-demand-un-to-include-caf-in-settlement-database/ )

LABOUR UNION OPPOSITION TO CAF
●

●
●

Settlement infrastructure undermines the right to decent work for the Palestinians, by restricting their
freedom of movement, access to land and resources and preventing a viable Palestinian economy. This
contributes to the oPt having the second highest rate of unemployment in the World and the highest rate
for women.
The Work Council of CAF asked their company twice not to build these trains, putting the defense of the
Palestinian rights before their own interests. LAB, ELA, CCOO and ESK trade unions have participated.
LAB and ELA, as the unions with representation in the Work Council of CAF, have ratified the decision
adopted by their members, stating that they will continue to work in defense of the rights of the
Palestinian people, both in CAF and in other spaces where they participate.

Source: https://www.etun-palestine.org/site/2020/12/11/the-basque-company-caf-complicit-in-israels-apartheid-railway/

Further Resources:
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/business-and-human-rights-journal/article/abs/business-and-human-rights-in-occupi
ed-territory-the-un-database-of-business-active-in-israels-settlements/D9E382B1B2BAF14B11A240EB9007A207
https://waronwant.org/sites/default/files/Profiting%20from%20the%20Occupation.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=27295&LangID=E
https://www.cjpme.org/fs_001
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25542
https://www.ituc-csi.org/un-database-on-companies-operating
https://www.ituc-csi.org/palestineday-un-database
Human Rights Watch: https://youtu.be/6TLe4J7Dvd

